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From & report of the Rus tunge kommando Metz of 19 July 1940s

The pover (electric) ecomomy of the Lorraine district (former
French Moselle aistriet) ie, for the mest part, based on pblast furnace
gas, which is @ by=product in large quentities of the blast furnaces
and which is converted inmto electric current by meand of large gas
engine centexs. Bince the blast furnasces are idle, this source of
energy 1ls gone. This means that the major part of the other industries
can resume operations only after the iron and steel vorks have at least
begun to operaie, which, in turn, depends on the functioning of railrosd
traneportation. A prerequisite for the beginning of operations s the
ensurance of 8 very large ore gupply ond & lerge 1abor force which &t
precent is not available.

Idleness of the coking plante at the iron ond steel worke caused
o gae shortage (lov pressure) in the city of Metz which may be expected .

to get worse &s the population gradually returns,

Condition of iron and steel works end mines in the Lorraine area
(15 August 1940):
There are 55 blast furnaces, two of which went back into operation a

few days 8g0.
Steel Works

Plants or Coking Blast Thomas §.Martin Electric Rolling
Plant Groups Plants Furnaces Furnaces Furnsces Furnaces Mills

Wendel (Hay-

ingen and

Grossmoevern 2 16 2 1 .- 3

Rombach incldg.

Majzieres - 12 1 - 1 1

Hegendingen

(most modern) 1 6 1 1 - 1

Kneuttingen - 10 1 - -e 1

Diedenhofen

(Carlshuette) 1 I 1 1 1 1

Ueckingen - 3 .- .- - e

Deutch~Oth - i e . . .
4 55 6 3 2 i
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All iron end steel worke have their own umines,

The complete shutdown of the heavy industry im Lorraine including
all blast furneces, steel works, rolling mills, subsidiaries, and
electric plants was cauned by the absence of coke import from Germany
in September 1939 and from Belgium and Northern France in May 1940.

Public and industriel power plants are damsged, but the lmportant
problem is not repair, but fuel. The industrial power plants are, for
the moot part, geared for industrisl consumption, but some of thenm
can &lso divert current, The Wendel Worke cannot participate in an
exchapge of power because they have three-phase A.C, of 25 cycles, as
comparad with 5C eycles at the other plante.

The labor force of the mines and steel works is avellable, They
have little work and lack money, foed, and firewcod.

There is no railroad traffic either to France, Luxemburg, the Saar
area, or to Alsece, A comnection to Germeny is expected to be constructed
in August, The present detours slow down the turnaround time and require
& greater than normal number of freight cars, Arter the heavy industry
resumes operations, a car shortage may be expected, unless the direct
connections will be reconstructed.

Speedy reconsiruction of the canals to Strassburg end the Saar
area wvould relieve the rallroads. Most plants have direct canal connections,
The Wendel Works alone transported about 1,000,000 tons annually by water.

The starting up of more blast furnaces and thus the resumption of
operations at the steel and rolling mills and their subsidiaries es well
a8 at more power plants, will be possible only when quantities of fuel
have been delivered, Full operation of 30 blast furnaces requires
roughly 3 million tone of coke annually., Since Germany can spare only
very little coke, Belgium and Northern France will have to deliver it,

At present, ore 1ls in abundant supply and beginning middle of August
can be transported by rail to the Samr area where there is a shortage.
Wendel is storing about 100,000 tons of furnasce dust (ore and coke dust)

for the Saar area,
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Summary: - Until the middle of Auguet there will be only repair
vork, operetion of 2 blast furnaces, and seme ore winlng. Beginning in
the middle of August, there will be removal of ores, rolled irenm,
Thomas slag, and furnace dust, Beglnning of operations at the Thomas
slag mills, After the arrival of coke, the blast furneces will be
sterting up, A daily delivery of 250 tona‘uill teke care of one blast
furnace, Bimultaneously, there will be a beginning of operations at
the furnace dust power plant, steel works, rolling mills, and
subsidiaries. The main problem remeins the trensportation situation
and the procurement of fuel.

Transportotion: in Laxeine is at present (Aug 40) entirely
inadequate, The main problem are the railroads whose main lines have
been interrupted by the demolition of bridges and tunpels. Navigation
on the Mosel Cpnol hes not been resumed due to much destruction to
the locks, weirs, ond dikes, Repairs will take an estimated 2-3 months.

Pover in Alsace-Lorraine has lost mbout 4.500,000 kw through war
and destruction by the French, It will take 1 to 1} years to repair
the damage. At present, 15,000 kw are delivered from Belgium &nd
2,000 kv from Switzerland, all of which is used to drain the mines,
Smeller power plants now in operation will have to close down soon if
they do not recelve any conl, The large power plents of La Houve,
Kerlingen, Simonschacht Strassburg, inter alle, depend on coal, Kembs
on water, Kembs, ot present completely destroyed, can deliver 110,000 kw
alone.

The fipancial situstion is influenced by the fact that former bank
connections are interrupted. Some of the French banks, with all their
£iles and cash currency, were removed to the French interior. In order
to get cash for their grest backlog on wages and for current expenses,
the steel works have to sell their supplies, No credit loans on
supplies are possible at this time. On 12 August wages were ralsed by
80 percent snd rents by 50 percent, thus equalizing them approximately
to conditions in Greater CGermany,

The food Bupply may generally be considered adequate,
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